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1
CURRENT AND VOLTAGE MODULE AND
METHODS OF MONITORING CURRENT
AND VOLTAGE IN POWER DISTRIBUTION
SYSTEMS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present application relates generally to power distri-
bution systems and, more particularly, to a current and
voltage module and methods of monitoring current and
voltage in power distribution systems.

Known electrical distribution systems include one or
more circuit breakers that are each coupled to one or more
loads. The circuit breakers are controlled based upon current
flowing through the circuit breakers sensed by current
sensors. For example, the circuit breaker causes current flow
to be interrupted if the current is outside of acceptable
operating conditions.

In addition to measuring current, at least some known
circuit breakers also measure voltage. Voltage may be mea-
sured either as an amount between phase conductors and/or
as an amount being applied to a load. The voltage measure-
ment may be used for metering and/or protection purposes.
To obtain a voltage measurement, some known circuit
breakers include metal contacts, or taps, molded in a housing
of the circuit breaker to tap off voltage. A hard wire
connection is made from the taps to a circuit breaker trip
unit. However, such taps may interfere with the circuit
breaker’s internal conductors, which may cause the connec-
tion with the conductors to weaken and/or fail over time.
Additionally, the hard wire connection necessitates the use
of costly, high-voltage wires to handle the large voltages
being measured. The wires may also present dielectric issues
because they are at the same voltage potential as the con-
ductors. Moreover, some known circuit breakers lack the
space needed for voltage attenuation and/or step-down trans-
formers, while also maintaining sufficient dielectric strength
within the insulation layer to prevent breakdown due to the
high voltage levels.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In one aspect, a current and voltage module is provided
that includes a housing having an opening extending at least
partially therethrough in an axial direction. The housing is
configured to receive a conductor within the opening. The
module also includes a threaded metal insert extending
radially through the housing and configured to align with a
threaded opening defined in the conductor. The module
further includes a fastening device configured to be inserted
within the threaded metal insert and into the threaded
opening to electrically couple the housing to the conductor.
A voltage sensor is coupled to the threaded metal insert
within the housing and is configured to sense an amount of
voltage in the conductor. The module also includes a current
sensor within the housing configured to sense an amount of
current flowing in the conductor.

In another aspect, a method of monitoring current and
voltage in a conductor of a power distribution system is
provided. The method includes coupling a current and
voltage module to the conductor, the current and voltage
module including a housing having an opening extending at
least partially therethrough in an axial direction. The hous-
ing is configured to receive the conductor within the open-
ing. The method also includes extending a threaded metal
insert through the housing in a radial direction within a
threaded opening defined in the conductor and inserting a
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fastening device through the threaded metal insert into the
threaded opening to electrically couple the housing to the
conductor. The method further includes sensing an amount
of voltage in the conductor using a voltage sensor coupled
to the threaded metal insert within the housing and sensing
an amount of current flowing in the conductor using a
current sensor within the housing.

In yet another aspect, a circuit protection device for use in
a power distribution system is provided. The circuit protec-
tion device includes a trip mechanism configured to interrupt
a current flowing through the circuit protection device. The
circuit protection device also includes a current and voltage
module that includes a housing having an opening extending
at least partially therethrough in an axial direction. The
housing is configured to receive a conductor within the
opening. The module also includes a threaded metal insert
extending through the housing in a radial direction and is
configured to align with a threaded opening defined in the
conductor. The module further includes a fastening device
configured to be inserted within the threaded metal insert
and into the threaded opening to electrically couple the
housing to the conductor. A voltage sensor is coupled to the
threaded metal insert within the housing and is configured to
sense an amount of voltage in the conductor. The module
also includes a current sensor within the housing configured
to sense an amount of current flowing in the conductor. The
circuit protection device further includes a trip unit opera-
tively coupled to the trip mechanism and to the current and
voltage module. The trip unit is configured to determine
whether to activate the trip mechanism based, at least in part,
on at least one of the sensed amount of voltage and the
sensed amount of current.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an exemplary power distri-
bution system.

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of an exemplary current
and voltage module that may be used with the power
distribution system shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a front view of the current and voltage module
shown in FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of an exemplary method of
monitoring current and voltage in a conductor using the
current and voltage module shown in FIGS. 1-3.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of a portion of an
exemplary power distribution system 100 illustrating a cir-
cuit protection device 102, an electrical power source 104,
and a load 106. While a single circuit protection device 102,
a single electrical power source 104, and a single load 106
are illustrated within FIG. 1, it should be recognized that any
suitable number of circuit protection devices 102, electrical
power sources 104, and loads 106 may be included within
power distribution system 100.

Electrical power source 104 may include, for example,
one or more generators or other devices that provide elec-
trical current (and resulting electrical power) to load 106. In
an exemplary embodiment, the electrical current is trans-
mitted to load 106 through one or more electrical distribu-
tion lines or busses 108 coupled to circuit protection device
102. Load 106 may include, but is not limited to only
including, machinery, motors, lighting, and/or other electri-
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cal and mechanical equipment of a manufacturing or power
generation or distribution facility.

Circuit protection device 102 is configured to program-
mably control a delivery of power from electrical power
source 104 to load 106. In an exemplary embodiment, circuit
protection device 102 is a circuit breaker. Alternatively,
circuit protection device 102 may be any other device that
enables power distribution system 100 to function as
described herein. In an exemplary embodiment, circuit pro-
tection device 102 includes a controller 110 (sometimes
referred to as a “trip unit”) operatively coupled to a current
and voltage module 112 and a trip mechanism 114. Con-
troller 110, in an exemplary embodiment, includes a pro-
cessor 116 coupled to a memory 118. In one embodiment, a
display device 120 is also coupled to processor 116.

In an exemplary embodiment, current and voltage module
112 measures and generates signals representative of the
measured current and/or voltage (hereinafter referred to as
“current signal” and “voltage signal”, respectively) flowing
through a conductor (not shown in FIG. 1). Current and
voltage module 112 transmits the current and/or voltage
signals to processor 116. Processor 116 is programmed to
activate trip mechanism 114 to interrupt a current provided
to a load 106 if the current signal, and/or the current
represented by the current signal, exceeds a programmable
current or current-time threshold.

In an exemplary embodiment, trip mechanism 114
includes one or more circuit breaker devices and/or arc
containment devices. Exemplary circuit breaker devices
include, for example, circuit switches, contact arms, and/or
circuit interrupters that interrupt current flowing through trip
mechanism 114 to a load 106 coupled to trip mechanism
114. An exemplary arc containment device includes, for
example, a containment assembly, a plurality of electrodes,
aplasma gun, and a trigger circuit that causes the plasma gun
to emit ablative plasma into a gap between the electrodes in
order to divert energy into the containment assembly from
an arc or other electrical fault that is detected on the circuit.

Processor 116 controls the operation of circuit protection
device 102 and gathers measured operating condition data,
such as data representative of a current measurement (also
referred to herein as “current data”) from a sensor 112
associated with a trip mechanism 114 coupled to processor
116. Processor 116 stores the current data in a memory 118
coupled to processor 116. It should be understood that the
term “processor” refers generally to any programmable
system including systems and microcontrollers, reduced
instruction set circuits (RISC), application specific inte-
grated circuits (ASIC), programmable logic circuits, and any
other circuit or processor capable of executing the functions
described herein. The above examples are exemplary only,
and thus are not intended to limit in any way the definition
and/or meaning of the term “processor.”

Memory 118 stores data and/or instructions usable by
processor 116 to control circuit protection device 102. In an
exemplary embodiment, memory 118 includes non-volatile
memory, such as flash memory and/or Electrically Erasable
Programmable Read Only Memory (EEPROM). Addition-
ally or alternatively, memory 118 may include magnetic
RAM (MRAM), ferroelectric RAM (FeRAM), read only
memory (ROM), and/or any other type of memory that
enables circuit protection device 102 to function as
described herein.

In one embodiment, display device 120 includes one or
more light-emitting diodes (LEDs) that indicate a status of
circuit protection device 102 and/or trip mechanism 114. For
example, processor 116 may activate one or more compo-
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nents (e.g., LEDs) of display device 120 to indicate that
circuit protection device 102 and/or trip mechanism 114 is
active and/or operating normally, that a fault or failure has
occurred, and/or any other status of trip mechanism 114
and/or circuit protection device 102. Additionally or alter-
natively, display device 120 may display an indication
(using one or more LEDs, for example) of an operational
parameter of circuit protection device 102 that an adjustment
device is configured to control, as described more fully
herein. In one embodiment, display device 120 is replaced
by one or more printed stickers or labels that identify the
operational parameter or parameters of circuit protection
device 102 that one or more adjustment devices are config-
ured to control.

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of an exemplary current
and voltage module 112 that may be used with power
distribution system 100 (shown in FIG. 1). FIG. 3 is a front
view of current and voltage module 112 (shown in FIG. 2).
In an exemplary embodiment, current and voltage module
112 includes a current sensor 200 and a voltage sensor 202,
which are both coupled to an output connector 204. Output
connector 204 is coupled to trip unit 110 (shown in FIG. 1)
and enables current and voltage module 112 to transmit a
current and/or voltage signal to trip unit 110 for analysis.
Current and voltage module 112 also includes a housing 206
that houses the components of module 112 and an insulation
layer 208 within housing 206 to provide electrical insulation
for the components.

Current and voltage module 112 is coupled to a conductor
210 of power distribution system 100. Specifically, housing
206 includes an opening 211 extending at least partially
therethrough in an axial direction for receiving conductor
210 within opening 211 such that housing 206 can be slid
over conductor 210 for installation.

In an exemplary embodiment, current sensor 200 is a
current transformer 212. In other embodiments, current
sensor 200 is a Rogowski coil, a Hall-effect sensor, a shunt
and/or any other known sensor capable of measuring cur-
rent. Current transformer 212 generates a current signal
representative of the measured or detected current flowing
through conductor 210.

More specifically, current transformer 212 includes a core
214 fabricated using iron or other magnetic material. Core
214 includes a secondary winding 218. Conductor 210
forms an input of current transformer 212. Secondary wind-
ing 218 detects an amount of current flowing through
conductor 210 and generates a current measurement signal.
Secondary winding 218 is formed by magnet wire wrapped
about core 214. Secondary winding 218 receives and scales
down the current signal from the primary winding. Second-
ary winding 218 then transmits the scaled-down current
signal to output connector 204, where it is then transmitted
to trip unit 110 for analysis.

Current and voltage module 112 also includes a threaded
metal insert 220 extending through housing 206 and insu-
lation layer 208 in a radial direction. Threaded metal insert
220 is configured to align with a threaded opening 222
defined in conductor 210. When threaded metal insert 220 is
aligned with threaded opening 222, a screw 224 or other
similar fastening device is inserted within threaded metal
insert 220 and into threaded opening 222 to secure current
and voltage module 112 to conductor 210. Screw 224
electrically couples conductor 210 to threaded metal insert
220.

Current and voltage module 112 includes voltage sensor
202, which is coupled to threaded metal insert 220 and to
output connector 204. In an exemplary embodiment, voltage



US 9,455,564 B2

5

sensor 202 is a voltage attenuator 226. In alternative
embodiments, voltage sensor 202 may be a voltage divider
and/or any other known sensor capable of measuring volt-
age. Voltage attenuator 226 is configured to measure a
voltage of conductor 210 via the connection to threaded
metal insert 220. More specifically, voltage attenuator 226
measures voltage in conductor 210 by measuring the voltage
at the electrical connection between threaded metal insert
220 and conductor 210 formed by screw 224. Voltage
attenuator 226 scales down the measured voltage and gen-
erates a voltage signal. Voltage attenuator 226 transmits the
voltage signal to output connector 204, where it is then
transmitted to trip unit 110 for analysis.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of an exemplary method 400 of
monitoring current and voltage in a conductor using current
and voltage module 112 (shown in FIGS. 1-3). In an
exemplary embodiment, method 400 includes coupling 402
a current and voltage module 112 to conductor 210. Current
and voltage module 112 includes housing 206 (shown in
FIGS. 2 and 3) having opening 211 extending at least
partially therethrough in an axial direction. Housing 206 is
configured to receive conductor 210 within opening 211.

Method 400 also includes extending 404 threaded metal
insert 220 (shown in FIG. 2) radially through housing 206
within threaded opening 222 (shown in FIG. 2) defined in
conductor 210. A fastening device 224 is inserted 406
through threaded metal insert 220 into threaded opening 222
to electrically couple housing 206 to conductor 210. In an
exemplary embodiment, fastening device 224 is a screw.

Method 400 further includes sensing 408 an amount of
voltage in conductor 210 using voltage sensor 202 (shown in
FIG. 2) coupled to threaded metal insert 220 within housing
206. In an exemplary embodiment, voltage sensor 202 is a
voltage attenuator 226. In some embodiments, voltage
attenuator 226 may also generate a voltage signal based on
the sensed voltage, scale down the sensed voltage, and/or
transmit the scaled-down voltage signal to output connector
204.

Method 400 also includes sensing 410 an amount of
current flowing in conductor 210 using current sensor 200
(shown in FIG. 2). In an exemplary embodiment, current
sensor 200 is a current transformer 212 (shown in FIGS. 2
and 3). Current transformer includes primary winding 216
(shown in FIG. 3) that is configured to measure an amount
of current flowing in conductor 210 and generate a current
signal based on the current measurement. Current trans-
former also includes secondary winding 218 (shown in FIG.
3) that is configured to scale down the current signal and
transmit the scaled-down current signal to output connector
204.

As compared to at least some known current and voltage
sensing devices used in circuit protection devices, the sys-
tems and methods described herein facilitate sensing voltage
in a circuit breaker without the use of taps molded in the
breaker housing or external high-voltage wiring connecting
the taps to the circuit breaker trip unit. Rather, the current
and voltage module described herein uses a voltage attenu-
ator that is insulated within a current transformer housing to
internally scale down the voltage before sending the voltage
signal to the trip unit. Further the current and voltage module
described herein integrates the voltage attenuator and the
current transformer into the same module. The module
utilizes a single output connector for communicating voltage
and current measurements to the trip unit.

A technical effect of the methods and systems described
herein may include one or more of: (a) coupling a current
and voltage module to the conductor, the current and voltage
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module including a housing having an opening extending at
least partially therethrough in an axial direction, the housing
configured to receive the conductor within the opening; (b)
extending a threaded metal insert extending radially through
the housing within a threaded opening defined in the con-
ductor; (c) inserting a fastening device through the threaded
metal insert and into the threaded opening to electrically
couple the housing to the conductor (d) sensing an amount
of voltage in the conductor using a voltage sensor coupled
to the threaded metal insert within the housing; and (e)
sensing an amount of current flowing in the conductor using
a current sensor within said housing.

Exemplary embodiments of a current and voltage module
and methods of monitoring current and voltage in a con-
ductor of a power distribution unit are described above in
detail. The current and voltage module and methods are not
limited to the specific embodiments described herein but,
rather, components of the current and voltage module and/or
operations of the methods may be utilized independently and
separately from other components and/or operations
described herein. Further, the described components and/or
operations may also be defined in, or used in combination
with, other systems, methods, and/or devices, and are not
limited to practice with only the power distribution system
as described herein.

The order of execution or performance of the operations
in the embodiments of the invention illustrated and
described herein is not essential, unless otherwise specified.
That is, the operations may be performed in any order, unless
otherwise specified, and embodiments of the invention may
include additional or fewer operations than those disclosed
herein. For example, it is contemplated that executing or
performing a particular operation before, contemporane-
ously with, or after another operation is within the scope of
aspects of the invention.

Although specific features of various embodiments of the
invention may be shown in some drawings and not in others,
this is for convenience only. In accordance with the prin-
ciples of the invention, any feature of a drawing may be
referenced and/or claimed in combination with any feature
of any other drawing.

This written description uses examples to disclose the
invention, including the best mode, and also to enable any
person skilled in the art to practice the invention, including
making and using any devices or systems and performing
any incorporated methods. The patentable scope of the
invention is defined by the claims, and may include other
examples that occur to those skilled in the art. Such other
examples are intended to be within the scope of the claims
if they have structural elements that do not differ from the
literal language of the claims, or if they include equivalent
structural elements with insubstantial differences from the
literal language of the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A current and voltage module comprising:

a housing having an opening extending at least partially
therethrough in an axial direction, said housing con-
figured to receive a conductor within the opening;

a threaded metal insert extending through said housing in
aradial direction, said threaded metal insert comprising
a hollow cylindrical body and threads defined on an
inner surface of said hollow cylindrical body, said
threaded metal insert configured to align with a
threaded opening defined in the conductor;

a fastening device configured to be inserted within said
threaded metal insert and into the threaded opening of
the conductor to form an electrically conductive path
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from the conductor to said threaded metal insert via
said fastening device, and to secure said housing to the
conductor;

a voltage sensor coupled to said threaded metal insert
within said housing, said voltage sensor configured to
sense an amount of voltage in the conductor; and

a current sensor within said housing, said current sensor
configured to sense an amount of current flowing in the
conductor.

2. A current and voltage module in accordance with claim

1, further comprising an output connector within said hous-
ing, said output connector communicatively coupled to a
circuit breaker trip mechanism.

3. A current and voltage module in accordance with claim
2, wherein said output connector is coupled to said voltage
sensor, said voltage sensor configured to generate a voltage
signal based on the sensed voltage and transmit the voltage
signal to said output connector.

4. A current and voltage module in accordance with claim
2, wherein said output connector is coupled to said current
sensor, said current sensor configured to generate a current
signal based on the sensed current and transmit the current
signal to said output connector.

5. A current and voltage module in accordance with claim
1, wherein said current sensor comprises a current trans-
former.

6. A current and voltage module in accordance with claim
5, wherein said current transformer comprises:

a primary winding configured to measure an amount of
current flowing in the conductor and generate a current
signal based on the measurement; and

a secondary winding configured to scale down the current
signal received from said primary winding.

7. A current and voltage module in accordance with claim

6, further comprising an output connector coupled to said
secondary winding within said housing, wherein said sec-
ondary winding is further configured to transmit the scaled-
down current signal to said output connector.

8. A current and voltage module in accordance with claim
1, wherein said current sensor comprises one of a Rogowski
coil, a Hall-effect sensor, and a shunt.

9. A current and voltage module in accordance with claim
1, wherein said voltage sensor comprises a voltage attenu-
ator configured to:

generate a voltage signal based on the sensed amount of
voltage;

scale down the voltage signal; and

transmit the voltage signal to an output connector within
said housing, said output connector communicatively
coupled to a circuit breaker trip unit.

10. A current and voltage module in accordance with
claim 1, further comprising an insulation layer within said
housing.

11. A current and voltage module in accordance with
claim 1, wherein said fastening device comprises a screw.

12. A method of monitoring current and voltage in a
conductor of a power distribution system, said method
comprising:

coupling a current and voltage module to the conductor,
the current and voltage module including a housing
having an opening extending at least partially there-
through in an axial direction, the housing configured to
receive the conductor within the opening;

extending a threaded metal insert radially through the
housing within a threaded opening defined in the con-
ductor, the threaded metal insert including a hollow
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cylindrical body and threads defined on an inner sur-
face of the hollow cylindrical body;

inserting a fastening device through the threaded metal

insert into the threaded opening of the conductor to
form an electrically conductive path from the conductor
to the threaded metal insert via the fastening device,
and to secure the housing to the conductor;

sensing an amount of voltage in the conductor using a

voltage sensor coupled to the threaded metal insert
within the housing; and

sensing an amount of current flowing in the conductor

using a current sensor within the housing.

13. A method in accordance with claim 12, wherein
sensing an amount of voltage in the conductor using a
voltage sensor comprises sensing the amount of voltage in
the conductor using a voltage attenuator coupled to the
threaded metal insert.

14. A method in accordance with claim 13, further com-
prising:

generating a voltage signal based on the sensed voltage,

the voltage signal generated by the voltage attenuator;
scaling down the sensed voltage by the voltage attenuator;
and

transmitting the scaled-down voltage signal to an output

connector within the housing, the output connector
communicatively coupled to a circuit breaker trip unit.

15. A method in accordance with claim 12, wherein
sensing an amount of current flowing in the conductor using
a current sensor comprises sensing the amount of current
flowing in the conductor using a current transformer.

16. A method in accordance with claim 15, further com-
prising:

generating a current signal based on the sensed current,

the current signal generated by the current transformer;
and

transmitting the current signal to an output connector

within the housing, the output connector communica-
tively coupled to a circuit breaker trip unit.

17. A method in accordance with claim 15, wherein the
current transformer includes a primary winding and a sec-
ondary winding, said method further comprising:

measuring an amount of current flowing in the conductor

using the primary winding;

generating a current signal based on the current measure-

ment;

scaling down the current signal by the secondary winding;

and

transmitting the scaled-down current signal to an output

connector within the housing, the output connector
communicatively coupled to a circuit breaker trip unit.

18. A circuit protection device for a power distribution
system, said circuit protection device comprising:

a trip mechanism configured to interrupt a current flowing

through said circuit protection device;

a current and voltage module comprising:

ahousing having an opening extending at least partially
therethrough in an axial direction, said housing con-
figured to receive a conductor within the opening;

a threaded metal insert extending through said housing
in a radial direction, said threaded metal insert com-
prising a hollow cylindrical body and threads defined
on an inner surface of said hollow cylindrical body,
said threaded metal insert configured to align with a
threaded opening defined in the conductor;

a fastening device configured to be inserted within said
threaded metal insert and into the threaded opening
of the conductor to form an electrically conductive
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path from the conductor to said threaded metal insert generate a voltage signal based on the sensed amount of
via said fastening device, and to secure said housing voltage;
to the conductor; scale down the voltage signal; and
a voltage sensor coupled to said threaded metal insert transmit the voltage signal to an output connector within
within said housing, said voltage sensor configured 35 said housing, said output connector communicatively
to sense an amount of voltage in the conductor; and coupled to a circuit breaker trip unit.

20. A circuit protection device in accordance with claim
18, wherein said voltage sensor comprises a current trans-
former comprising:

10 a primary winding configured to measure an amount of
current flowing in the conductor and generate a current
signal based on the measurement; and

a secondary winding configured to scale down the current
signal received from said primary winding and transmit

15 the current signal to an output connector within said
housing, said output connector communicatively
coupled to a circuit breaker trip unit.

a current sensor within said housing, said current
sensor configured to sense an amount of current
flowing in the conductor; and

a trip unit operatively coupled to said trip mechanism and
to said current and voltage module, said trip unit
configured to determine whether to activate said trip
mechanism based, at least in part, on at least one of the
sensed amount of voltage and the sensed amount of
current.

19. A circuit protection device in accordance with claim

18, wherein said voltage sensor comprises a voltage attenu-
ator configured to: L



